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Our Members, Guests and Visitors 
We are all on a journey of faith; God does not expect us to make the journey alone. 

Please contact us if we can be of help in any way. 
Pastor Martin Moore: 979-551-6222  •  martinmoore55@gmail.com 

214-716-7539  • www.joylutheranchurch.org 
Prelude 

You may use this time to prepare your heart for worship 

• Welcome! Whether you are a longtime member or visiting for the first time, 
you are a gift from God to us. Guests, please fill out the card on the back of 
your pew and place it in the offering plate later in the service. May the love of 
Christ comfort you, and the love of His people encourage you!  

• All who are baptized and desire to share in the Body and Blood of our Lord are 
welcome to receive Communion.  

• Children in worship are a blessing! A worship bag (filled with coloring pages 
and crayons, children’s bulletin, etc.) is available at the back of the sanctuary to 
use during worship. Ask an usher if you need assistance.  

• We’ve started an Artists’ Gathering, which includes drawing, painting, crafts, 
etc., every Tuesday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please come join us in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

• Young at Heart luncheon is May 13th at 11:45 a.m. at Fable & Fire in Rockwall. 

• Joy’s Monthly Council Meeting is May 13th at 6:00 p.m. 

• Youth Sunday School is winding down. Remaining dates are May 17th & 24th. 
The Youth will celebrate the upcoming summer break with a trip to 
Shenanigans on May 24th. 

• Blaine Davis is leading our Worship May 17th at 10:30 am 

• A potluck luncheon is scheduled after service on Sunday, May 17th. 

• Family Movie Night – Friday, June 12th at 6:45 pm.  

• Interested in becoming a member of Joy? Please contact Pastor Martin. 

• Please remember to review the Blessing Board to volunteer for various 
ministries.  

 
1. 

mailto:martinmoore55@gmail.com


“O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.” (Psalm 96:9) 

Please stand 

PROCESSIONAL ~ “NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS” (Red P. 367) 
(vss 1,3,4) 
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WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

As the Pastor says the Invocation, the Sign of the Cross ☩ may be made in remembrance of our baptisms. 

 

Pastor (P): “In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
Congregation (C): Amen  
 
 (P): “Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (C): Amen. 

 
(P): “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

(P):  “Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.”… 
 
(P): Most merciful God,  
(C):  We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
(P): In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for 
his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.” 
(C): Amen  

GREETING 

(P): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
(C): And also with you.  
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KYRIE ~ (Red, P. 147) 
 

(P): “In peace, let us pray to the Lord.” (C): Lord, have mercy. 

 
 (P): “For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.”  
(C): Lord, have mercy. 

 
(P): “For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.” (C): Lord, have mercy. 

 
(P): “For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord.” (C): Lord, have mercy. 

(P): “Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.” (C): Amen 

HYMN OF PRAISE:  “THIS IS THE FEAST” 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

(P): The Lord be with you.  
 C: And also with you.  

(P): O God, you make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Grant that your 

people would love what you command and desire what you promise, that, 
among the manifold changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true 
joys are to be found; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
(C): Amen  

Please be seated 

HOLY WORD 
(God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song) 
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FIRST READING:  
Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 

1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by 
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of 
the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men 
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before 

the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 7And the word of God 
continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith. 8And 
Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as 
it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 

2a And Stephen said: 

51“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist 
the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did your 
fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the 
coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 
53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 54Now 
when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at 
him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together 
at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses 
laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they 
were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

(R): The Word of the Lord  
(C): Thanks be to God!  
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RESPONSIVE READING 
Psalm 146 

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!* 
 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God while I 
 have my being. 
2Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth,* 
 for there is no help in them. 
3When they breathe their last, they return to earth,* 
 and in that day their thoughts perish. 
4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help!* 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
5Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;* 
 who keeps his promise forever; 
6Who gives justice to those who are oppressed,* 
 and food to those who hunger. 
7The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind;* 
 the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
8The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger;* 
 he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
9The LORD shall reign forever,* 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 
10How shall I repay the LORD * 
 for all the good things he has done for me? 
11I will lift up the cup of salvation* 
 and call upon the name of the LORD. 
12I will fulfill my vows to the LORD * 
 in the presence of all his people. 

 
SECOND READING 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up into salvation — 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4As you 
come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a 
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not  
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believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and 
“A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

(R): The Word of the Lord  
(C): Thanks be to God! 

 
Please stand for the Reading of the Gospel 

 

GOSPEL CANTICLE ~ “THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY TEMPLE” 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
 
(P): The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th Chapter.  
(C): Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
GOSPEL 

John 14:1-14 
 
1{Jesus said,} “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And  
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you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, 
and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 
How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves. 12Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the 
Father. 13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 
 
(P): The Gospel of the Lord.  
(C): Praise to You, O Christ.  

 
Please be seated 

 

HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

PROBLEMS WITHIN, PERSECUTIONS WITHOUT, YET CHRIST IS LORD OVER ALL 

“When you are minded to pass judgment on the church, you must 
not look for a church in which there are no blemishes and flagrant 
faults, but for one where there are people who love the word and 
confess it before men. Where you discover these earmarks, there you 
may be sure the church exists.”  -Martin Luther 

 
Please stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ “BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR” (Red 838) 
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Please Remain Standing 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

(P):  “With the whole church, let us confess our faith with the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed.”  
 
(C): I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I BELIEVE in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 

I BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

(P): Confident in God’s steadfast love through Jesus Christ and guided by the 
Holy Spirit, let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs.  

A brief silence. 
 

(P): … Lord in your mercy. (C): hear our prayer.  

The prayers conclude: 
 

(P): Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  (C): Amen 

 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

(P): The peace of the Lord be with you always. (C): And also with you.  

(P): Let us share God’s peace with one another.  
 

Please be seated [after sharing the peace - ushers will collect offering] 

GATHERING & PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS 
As the gifts are brought forward to the altar,  we will sing the Offertory Response 

 
Please stand. 
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“LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL, LORD” 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

(P): Let us pray.  
(C): Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please remain standing 

THE HOLY MEAL 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

(P): The Lord be with you. (C): And also with you.  

 (P): Lift up your hearts.  (C): We lift them up to the Lord.  

(P): Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  (C): It is right to give Him thanks 

and praise.  
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THE PROPER PREFACE  

(P): “It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; 
who, after his resurrection, appeared openly to his disciples and, in their sight, 
was taken up into heaven, that he might make us partakers of his divine nature. 
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:” 

SANCTUS - HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

Please remain standing. 

HOLY MEAL 
(God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

(P): In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks, broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’  
 
(P): Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death, until he comes.  
(C):  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
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(P): Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
(C): Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen  

Please be seated 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

(P): Come, for all has been prepared.  

AGNUS DEI  (LAMB OF GOD) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

We invite all baptized believers to come forward and receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. Small children are invited to come with arms folded across 
their hearts to receive a blessing from the pastor. Both the elements of wine and 
grape juice are offered. If you are unable to come forward for communion, please 
inform an usher and communion will be brought to you.  
 

Please stand 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 
(P): May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. (C): Amen  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

(P): Let us pray: “We give you our thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in 
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and 
in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(C): Amen  
 

Please remain standing 
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SENDING  
(God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.)  

BLESSING 
 

(P): The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
(C): Amen 

 
SENDING HYMN ~ GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING” (Red 543)  
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DISMISSAL 

(P):  “We are called by Christ” 
(C):  To JOYfully share Jesus and ourselves with our neighbors. 
 
(P):  “Go in peace.  Share the good news.” 
(C):  Thanks be to God. 
 

_____________________ 
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVANTS THIS MORNING: 
 

Greeter: Gail Crawford 
Ushers:  Chris Briggs & Inez Roach 
Altar Care: Denise Moore 
Lector & Communion Assistant: Sharon Johnson 
Acolyte: Matthew Chubbs 
Music Monitor: Rhonda White 
Facebook Live: Reilly Mahoney 
Hospitality: Rhonda White 
Offering Count Team: Dennis Chubbs & Joshua Hart 
Altar Flowers: Inez Roach 

_____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with permission under One License #A-707317 
All rights reserved 
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